KULM                                375

advance-guard, dashed on the Prussians so impetuously that
they overthrew them and made their way through the defile,
first capturing the whole of the enemy's artillery. They
were, however, owing to the bad state of the roads, only able
to take away the horses.

Soldiers who have seen service will understand that such
a success can only be obtained at the cost of much bloodshed,
and that after so terrible a fight the 1st corps was greatly
reduced. Yet Vandannne, surrounded by forces ten times
his own, refused to surrender; and placing himself at the
head of his only two available battalions, charged into the
midst of the enemy, in the hope of finding his death there.
But his horse was killed, a strong body of Russians flung
themselves on him, and he was taken prisoner. On the other
side, generals, officers, and privates admired. Vandamme's
courage, and felt the greatest esteem for him; but, incredible
as it may seem, the kind treatment ceased and was replaced
by insults when the prisoner was taken to Prague. The
Emperor of Russia and his brother, the Grand Duke Con-
stantine, addressed him in insulting terms; and the Grand
Duke actually snatched away his sword. Van damme indig-
nantly exclaimed,' My sword is easy to take here; it would
have been nobler to come and fetch it 011 the battle-field.
But you seem to like your trophies to be clfeap.' Thereupon
the Emperor Alexander, in a rage, ordered the arrest of
Vandamme, calling Mm 'plunderer' and 'brigand.' Yan-
damme replied, looking Alexander proudly in the face: 'I
am no plunderer or brigand;1 and, anyhow, history will not
reproach me with having murdered my own father!' Alex-
ander turned pale at this allusion to the assassination of his
father, Paul I., to which he had been accused by rumour of
having assented from fear of sharing the same fate, and
quickly left the room. The French general, strictly watched,
was taken to Wmtka, on the Siberian frontier, and did not
return home till after the peace of 1814.

[! According to a story told by Scott, Napoleon said that 'if he had
had two Vandammes in his service, "he must hare made one hang the
other.]in this rough country had claimed their right to act asnt to the
